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My name is Jody Dahmer (he/they). Beargrass
Thunder is a licensed seed seller and native plant
nursery run by Mariah Corso and I in the Smoketown
neighborhood of Louisville, Kentucky. The business
started in 2018 as a nature podcast on YouTube. Since
then, we offer consultations and installations on
residential properties to convert mowed grass into
either a food or native flower YARDENS for
pollinators. On a typical day I am creating custom
native wildflowers seed mixes and doing
consultations/installs for clients. 

One of the things that makes me unique in the urban
ag space is our focus on native plants and educational
outreach to public officials. We are committed to
helping neighborhoods and cities remove restrictive
ordinances and rules to increase food accessibility and
eliminate fines for urban farmers growing in urban
spaces. With a partnership from Louisville Grows, we
created the Louisville Seedbank, currently hosted at the
Louisville Tool Library. 

FEATURED URBAN FARMER

 This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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This allows for free seeds for anyone in the city to
get started gardening at the lowest cost possible.
This season I hope to collaborate with more
research institutions and community partners to
help scale the work we do with both the Louisville
Seedbank and advocacy work removing farming
restrictions in mandatory mowed areas of the
county. One thing I enjoy about the urban ag
community in Louisville is there is something for
everyone, everywhere. By joining their efforts, it
scales this power exponentially to end food
apartheid in Louisville. If I were a brand new
backyard farmer getting ready to start my
YARDEN, I would do my research by testing soil
for lead and looking at available sunlight per day,
especially on the fence line.

Jody Dahmer
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The Food Literacy Project is hiring 
Community Food Leaders

Applications will be accepted through 
February 23rd, 2023

MESSAGE BOARD

Riverside Farmers Market is nowaccepting vendors applications
CLICK HERE
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Looking for

Teachers and a Director 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PfMuESfMgXe6uN9ITSwSlegb25PoAoH7UegcJJ9a4i8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/introduction-to-homesteading-and-subsistence-agriculture-tickets-528611440047
https://riverside-landing.org/riverside-farmers-market-application/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PfMuESfMgXe6uN9ITSwSlegb25PoAoH7UegcJJ9a4i8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PfMuESfMgXe6uN9ITSwSlegb25PoAoH7UegcJJ9a4i8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PfMuESfMgXe6uN9ITSwSlegb25PoAoH7UegcJJ9a4i8/edit?usp=sharing


 This institution is an equal opportunity provider.Follow us on social media @kysuag

CONTACT ME:

von.barnes@kysu.edu
502-569-2344 ext. 170

 This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Von Barnes
How to Raise Backyard Chickens
Why Are Meat Goats Profitable?
How to Design a Perennial Flower Garden

TOP THREE DID YOU SEE! 

Here is a list of videos that inspired my urban ag walk this
month. Hope you enjoy. 

PSA - FSMA Grower Training Course 
Jefferson County Ext. Office
4200 Gardiner View Ave.
Louisville, KY 40213
CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS

MARCH UPCOMING EVENTS

7
8am - 5pm

Common Earth Gardens 
Intercropping Workshop 
Southside Community Garden
7315 Southside Dr.
Louisville, KY 40214

11
10am - 12pm

Homesteader/ Subsistence Ag
March 31 - April 1, 2023
Harold R. Benson Research & Demo Farm
Registration is FREE

31
10am -  4pm 

Do you have questions about 
your garden?  Ask extension! 
Success stories will be coming 
soon. Thanks for reading 
and supporting.

MARCH 2023JEFFERSON COUNTY URBAN AG NEWSLETTER

Winter Orchard Brigade 
SIGN UP HERE
Opportunity Corner
636 S. 18th St.
Louisville, KY 40203

4
9am - 12pm

Seed Swap Workshop 
Louisville Tool Library
1227 Logan Street
Louisville, KY 40204

22
6pm - 8pm

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WA_qTahlN_Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3WZ8nf6ajks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sPYMxa-fins
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LqlVa7gHdVykiHyAG0YuvTrYS_88DqSU/view?usp=sharing
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/introduction-to-homesteading-and-subsistence-agriculture-tickets-528611440047
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f44aeaf2aaafcc25-winter#/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=2932+Portland+Ave,+Louisvlle,+KY+40212

